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“Good News to the Poor”
(B IFETE Luke 4:14-21)

X8 [5 Alvin Teng



Inaugural Address

“With malice toward none; with charity
for all; with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us strive on
to finish the work we are in; to bind up
the nation’s wounds; to care for him
who shall have borne the battle, and for
his widow, and his orphan — to do all
which may achieve and cherish a just,
and lasting peace, among ourselves, and
with all nations.” - Abraham Lincoln



Luke 4:14-21

14TJesus returned to Galilee in the power
of the Spirit, and news about him spread
through the whole countryside. I He was
teaching in their synagogues, and everyone
praised him.

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he
went into the synagogue, as was his custom.
He stood up to read,!” and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him.



Luke 4:14-21

Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the
synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying
to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”



How is Jesus Good News to the
Poor?

1) He brings the marginalized to the
center of his life and ministry



Brings the Marginalized to the Center

o “ Daughter, your faith has healed you, go in
peace and be freed from your suffering.” (Mark
5:24)

o “Truly | tell you, wherever the gospel is
preached throughout the world, what she has
done will also be told, in memory of her.” (Mark
14:9)

o “But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where

the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity
on him.” (Luke 10:33)




Brings the Marginalized to the Center

o “When a Samaritan woman came to draw water,
Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?””
(John 4:7)

0 “Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the
town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the
blind and the lame.” (Luke 14:21)

o “Zacchaeus, come down immediately, | must
stay at your house today.” (Luke 19:5)



How is Jesus Good News to the
Poor?

1) He brings the marginalized to the
center of his life and ministry

2) He challenges those with wealth and
power to give away their wealth and
power



To give away Their Wealth and Power

= “Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my
possessions to the poor, and if | have cheated
anybody out of anything | will pay back four
times the amount.” (Luke 19:8)

= “Looking at him, Jesus felt love for him and
said to him, “one thing you lack: go and sell all
you possess and give to the poor and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
me.” (Mark 10:21)

= “Anyone who wants to be first must be the
very last, and the servant of all.” (Mark 9:35)



How is Jesus Good News to the
Poor?

1) He brings the marginalized to the
center of his life and ministry

2) He challenges those with wealth and
power to give away their wealth and
power

3) He chose to be poor



Jesus Chose to be Poor

®Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage;
“rather, he made himself nothing by taking the
very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death— even death
on a cross!

(Philippians 2:6-8)



Jesus Chose to be Poor

Born to a teenage girl out of wedlock

Grew up in Nazareth, a place perceived as worthless
and spiritually lost.

Born a Political refugee fleeing genocide.
Grew up as an immigrant in a foreign country

Fasted for 40 days, undergoing the pain and suffering
of starvation.

Targeted by police
Arrested on false charges

Tried by an unjust government through an unjust
legal system.

Wrongfully beaten and crucified
Murdered with a racial slur above his head



How is Jesus Good News to the
Poor?

1) He brings the marginalized to the
center of his life and ministry

2) He challenges those with wealth and
power to give away their wealth and
power

3) He chose to be poor



John Wesley




Father Damien (The Leper Priest)




How Can We Be Good News To The Poor?

= We must recognize the poor and
marginalized among us.

= We must take steps of generosity and
sacrifice in order to meet the needs of
the poor.

= We must seek to identity and relate to
the poor, rather than seeking to fix.
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#336
"O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee"
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#336 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 1/4
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O Master, let me walk with Thee
In lowly paths of service free;

Tell me thy secret help me bear

The strain of toil, the fret of care.
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Help me the slow of heart to move

By some clear, winning word of love;
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,
And guide them in the homeward way.
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Teach me Thy patience: still with Thee

In closer, dearer company,
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
In trust that triumphs over wrong.
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In hope that sends a shining ray

Far down the future's broadening way,

In peace that only Thou canst give,
With Thee, O Master, let me live






